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INTERESTING STEAL;

NltWEi TALK,
'i Wonderfol Epistle. " ' '

jThis "iuteresting article over 200
years agp Tell into th. bauds f a fam-
ily living in Stafford Couutv, Virginia,
wtro-durin- g all this elapse of time kept r

jt.in .their poyseesiou.
'''TV 'Ama 1io,.'aJ f

Pi m.

Nfv:Jy' 3ES3El ;li".S' J JLm ESiLvTT-.C3- BC'..,n?,

7T rof the

FINEST AND BEST STOCK

'FEBEDO the iHjblic IN JOHNSON gity
Is what is now going on at Burris & Jackson's. We wish to

.

CLOSE OUT THE

Everything is being sacrificed.

And know when you are getting them, you will not fail to

Partial Payment to tho State df a

Def&lcatroijv i i 1

Twenty Year ;irt. J. A. UiMiMtuiuk,

Trust eo of ;w iu t '" " ' y -

faulted In. ! lie Sum f $18,000..

NnshvillH,"!). c-- 22. Afi-'ruiii- i .f 5.0-1- 0

Buddeuly iuriif.tup i. t.hn cun ptr ill- -
era oihcu yetr?rday . whicn nan not
been c leu In U'd m t lie htHivV ueeieta
Of mftuy h day. Ii is h pari in I pay- -

m0nt . oi a defuicHtinn i i h cftuuty
olficiat jtivst twenty years atro, and
came iu hy w'y ol a recent supreme
court dec si. m.

In 1873 Tnibtee J. Brauccunib, of
VVaBhiiiKtoii county, whh liiccovcred to
bt about $13,000 hhorlin Inn account
Short) RHrribnt tini ihn -- tate recov-
ered' in various ways bout S5.C00 of
the piii cipal Ktiki inuitttt of the
amouiit. L" tlii" Mu'iud now be added
the $5,040 rtceivi d cbit-rday- , making
a total i1 $10,ii-J- rt eired.

The bUry uf tlm ct-- ) is peculiarly
interesting, uriu log into special

rominencn twonf lir.inooiiio it L ntl-- '

men, ii. &. (JuX ami Jnliu. Kliea
Spurgeon.'

When is. b. (Jox learned ol lirunrt
comb's condition, he irnnfftirred hid
property to his brother, .b-h- D. Cox.
Several year ago E. 8. Cox die ad
his children sued John liCi-- x tor ihd
estate on the grouuds that the transfer
was made lor fraudulent purposes.
On this the court declared the convey-
ance void and' ordered the (.state
turned over to the chibiren. I'his was
not done, however, as John D, and E.
S. had beer partners in a store, and
through this lie kept posticwion of the
property. ,' ;

Of course, the plea A fraudulent in
tent backed by the decision of the
court put the State's Attorney on the
track, so a bill wa hied to recover
the money, on the grounds that, the
conveyance from E. S- - to John D. was
Yoid, and that the money was due the
state from E. S. as a bondsman of
Branscomb. The court decided that
the state's claim was jubt and rendered
a judgment against John D. John D.
appealed, but the decree of the , lower
court was affirmed ; by the supreme
court at Knoxville recently and today
the money, the $5,040, came sailing in
from Jonesboro, where John D. Cox
at present resides.

Now, as to John Rhea Spurgeon,
When Branscomb defaulted, he, too
transferred his nroperty.it going to his
brother Thomas Spurgeon. Afterwards
Thomas died and willed the property
to his children. Then John Khea came
into court and said the property was
his as it had only been traqsfered by
mortgage. On the trial n was devel-
oped by witnesses that the property
was conveyed to prevent an execution
from issuing to cover Branscoitib's
fhortage.The court held that the trans-
fer whs a m irtgage and diverted the ti-

tle to the property out of the children
ol iuomas bpurgeon and vested it in
John Khea Spurgepn,.tlie bondsman of
Branscomb.

Here, again attorneys for the State
caught on, and last week, by direction
of Comptroller Harris, a bill was filed
against John Rhea Spurgeon for the
balance of the principal and int rest
of Branscomb's shortage.

This case in various , phase has
been in court for twenty years.

Branscomb died long since.

Mitchell Im Confident.

New York, Decl 24. Pugilist Char-
ley Mitchell arrived in New York this
morning from Boston and left in the
aftemorun for Philadelphia. He will
remain in the Quaker City until Tues-
day, when he will tttart for Jackson-vill- a

and go into his training quarters.
He will have a cook with him, and all
of tho food ho consumes will be sent
down to him from Philadelphia. He
will be met in Florida next week by
Jim Hall and Steve O'Donnell. Mitch-
ell looks exceptionally, well and he ex-

pressed himself as being perfectly con-

fident that he would come out victor-
ious iu the light.

Felxoto Acts Wisely.

Pernambuco, Dec. 25. President
Peixoto has recalUd th order of ex-

pulsion of foreigners. ,

imu uuuun uuwu Hum ore mem-
ber to another until it has reached
D3. It never passed out of the familv
rJotill879, when one of them upon her
ueamoea gave a copy in. Mrs. M. F. "

To wBon, a near neighbor. jyijrs. Tow
eon gave a copy to her niece, Mrs. L.
JO; Fletcher, who is a first cousin ta

Willi in ttmitl. f. .v:.tj - - -- a a

nia, and she. xav'e a ooov to Rev. P--
Fletcher, her son. wlin in nnu liiivx .

n lioriie.
ihis is the hrst time dunne the

1,700 years of its exis'ence that it has
ever beeu iu print. '' "

anose wno .nave a copy ol this won-
derful "letter written by tho blessed
Saviour's own hands prize' it' very '

highly and believe in its genuineness.
. ,W1EN IT WAS COPIED.

Written for Mrs. M. F. Towson
AUgllSt ISt, I879,

And given to Lou E. Fletcher, with
Her Blessings,

- February 15th, 1890.

"HISTORY OP THE FINDING.

Glory be to God on earth, and eood '

will to all men.
Being a letter written by our blefsed

Saviour, Jesus Christ, and found eigh-
teen miles from Iconium, sixty-fiv- e

years after our blessed Saviour's
from the holy city,

by a converted Jew, faithfully trans--
laiea irom me original iieorew copy
now in the possession of the Lady In--
cubasBes' family at Meesopotamia.

This was written by Jesus

both round and long, at the foot of the
cross, fcighteen .miles from Iconium,
near the village called Messopotamia.
Upon that stono was written and en-
graved : "Elessed is he that shall turn
me over." All the people that saw it
prayed God earnestly and desired that
He would make known to them the
meaning of the writing, . that they
itttrtltf vs.-- I I i.vi tf . .r. atnn ... d. '11111V nucuijjl ill vbiu 1,1) bum 11
over, in tno meantime there came
a little chili about, six or seven years
old, and turned it without help, to the
admiration of all the people that stood
by, and under this stone was Cubasses'
family, and in this 'etter was written
the commandments of Jesus Christ,
signed by the Angel Gabriel ninety- -
nine years aiier our saviour's birth."

THE LETTER.
"Whosoever wo-k- s on the Sabbath day shall

be cursed. I command you to go to church and
keep the Itd's day holv without any manner
of work. yoT snail not idle nor misspend your
tim in bedecking yo.irselves in superfluities
of costly aoporei nd vain dressiug, fori have
ordered it a day of rest. I will have tht dar
kept holy that your sins may be forgiven yoa.
You shall not oreak my commandments but
observe nd keep them, they being wnttenwith
my own hand.and spoken with my own mouth.
You shall notonlygo to church yourselves, but
also your man servant and your maid servant,
observe my wo d and leara my command- -
mems. iuu buhu your laoour every
(Saturday at 6 o'clock in the afternoon t which
hour the prepxration ot the Sabbath begins. I
advise you to fast five Fridays in the year, be-
ginning at Good Friday and continuing the five
Fridays following, la remembrance of the five
bloody wounds 1 received for you and all man-
kind. You shall diligently and peaceably la-
bour in your several vocations wheu it hath
pleased GoJ to call you. Yoa shall love one
anotaer, and ciuse them that are not baptised
to come to church and receive that holy sacra-
ment, that is to say baptism and the supper of
the Lord, and be made a member thereof aud
In so doing, I will give you long life and many
blessings, your land shall replenish and bring
forth abundance, and I will comfort you In the
greatest temptations, and surely tie ibat doeth
to the contrary shall be cursed. I will also
send hardness of heart on them until I have
destroyed them, but especially on hardened
ana impennDi unoeiievers. HQ; tnat hath
given 'o tho poor snail not be unprofitable, Re-
member to knep holy the Sabbath day, for tbe
seventh dy I have taken as a resting day, to
myhelf, and he that hath a copy ot this letter
written with my own hant and spoken with
my own mouth, and keepeth it without publish
ing it to others shall not prosper' but he that
publisheih it toothers, shailbe blessed of me,
and if tnir sliis be as many as there is stirs in
the sky. audit tbey truly believe thev shall be
pardoued, and Ihey that believe not this my
wr'ting and my commandments I will send
my plagues upon you and consume yu and
your children, goods and cattle and all other
worlnlv e- - joyments that I have given you. Do
but onoe think of what I have suH'ered for you.
If you do, it will be well witluyou both ir. this
world and tha1. woich is to come. Whosoever
Khali have a copy of this letter and keepeth it
Iu their houses nothing shall hurt them, nei-
ther peKtllence. lightning nor thunder, and if
any woman be in birth nnd put fcer trust in me
shft shall be deliverfd of her birth Ymi Khali
hear uo more news of me. but by the holy
Scriptures, until the day of judgment. All
gooduess and prosperity shall be iu the house
where .cony of tuw shall bo fouul.' ,

Finished."

An Earthquake Shock.
Huntington, 'Pa., Dec, 25 A ery

perceptible hock of earthquake was
felt in tnW section on this morning be-tw- vn

tbnw jrd four o'clock lasting
only a fev peconds aod xpparently
moving from Southeast to Northwest.
The fheck was sufficient to awake
many persons from their slumbers.

Yu can buy boots and shoes cheap-
er at the Bee Hive than anywhere
els- -. Better try it.

.rt
-

OF DRY GOODS EVER

' " --- ..

"

ENTIRE STOCK.
' If you want

; Respectfully, '

HIS GHASTLY HEAD

Found on a Stamp and the Body Near
By. -- Supposed to Be From Oh'o.
Arkansas City. Kan , Dec. 23. Mr.

Higgins, of Kansas City, who returned
this morning from a visit to a friend
holding down a claim kist west of
Kildare. in the Strip, says that a few
days ago he, with his friend, was
hunting along the small creek near
by, when they came upon the most
horrible sight on which he had ever
looked. Qn a stump near the creek
bank was the head of a man which
had been severed from the body and
placed on the top of the stump, the- -

eyes Btaring at me visitors, the heavy
black li air disheveled. In a low place
in tne grass near the stump lay the
headless trunk, Stark naked and a
bullet hole through the breast.

While contemplating this ghastly
spectacle two other men passed near
enough to be hailed. They soon rec
ognized the features as those of a
stranger who bad recently been mak
ing considerable trouble by trying '.o
jump a fine claim a little further down
the creek. Thev said he had either
lived ntr Be laire, Ohio, or had
friends in that region.

Mr. Higgins reports that the claim-holder- s

appeared to be greatly relieved
at the discovery that the claim-jumpe- r

had been "removed' in proper man-
ner Ho said that the action of some
6f the officers and newspapers in" es-

pousing the cause of the outlaw class
and standing by them in their out-
rageous work has made the settlers in
that section desperate, and he will be
surprised if there is not much more of
this kind of summary wbrk boforo
spring. '

Bicycle Records Broken.
New York, Dec. 25. Records were

smashed this morning at the six day
bicyclf race at Madison Square Gar-
den. The 100 mile record, which was
six hours and twenty minutes and
held by Arthur Robe, was broken by
Van Emburg. He made the distance
in five hours and thirty minutes, and
Hosmer has broken the twelve hour
record, which was 176 miles and seven
laps, made by Prince in 1891.

Hosmer in the time made 206 miles
and four laps. Score for tweve hours
ending toda: Hosmer, 206 milps:
Martin, 205 ;Waller, 204 ; Schock, 200 ;

Starbuck, 194 : Asinger, 192 : Vau Em-
burg, 189 ;' Albert, 188 ; Meixell, 174';
Golden. 163 ; Barton, 150 ; Fuller, 131 :

Forwalt, 119 miles. -

Yesterday's Earthquake.
''Bedford, Pa.. Dec. 25 Reports from

various parts of this county indicate
that yesterday's earthquake lasted
eighteen or twenty seconds. In many
places houses were shaken to such an
extent as to seriously alarm the in-

mates. The shock appears to have
travelled in a southerly direction and
was most perceptible to those person 4

living near the mountains.

JM. 1h Toumaend
Kslng Sun, DeJaWart.

'

, .

Good Family
(
Medicines

Mood'o Sarsaparltla and Moo'd'9
Pills.

I regard llood's &arsaparilla and Hood's
Tills, tho very best family medicines, and wo
tu never without thein. I Lave always been

A Delicate Woman
and began taking Hood's Sarsaparilta .three
years ago lor that tired feeling. v It built mo up
BO Quickly and so well that I feel like a different
woman and have always bad great faith In It X

it V) rny cnuaren wnenever tnero seems anyrive with their blood, and It does tbem gooa.
My little boy likes it so well he cries for It, I
cannot find words to tell how highly I prlza It.
Wo uso Hood's Pills In tho family and they

Act Like a- - Charnv .

I take pleasure in recommending these
clnes to all my friends, for I bcllere If people

Hood's Cures
would only keep Hood's Sarsaparilla and Hood's
ruis at nana as we ao, mucn sictness ana sut- -

feringwoulfl bo prevented." Mas. L. Towna- -

tD, juswg ouu, xieiuwure.

Wood'o PIHs&ct easily, yet promptly and
e&Lclently, on the liver and bowels. 25c.

REPORT OF THE CONDITION OF

THE FIRST 'NATION AL BANK AT

Johnson City, in the State of Tennes

see, ai the Close of Bunne8s,
December 19, 189!i. ..."

RESOURCES. ;

Loam and discounts 113,093 62

U. 8. Bonds to secure circulation. . . 12.500

Stocks, securities, etci 6,0:0 42

Banking house, Funlture and Fix-

tures
'

10.000

Other real estate and mor gages
owned 9,2 6 63

Due from National Banks uot
Eeierve igen's) M 8'

Da? from State Banks aud Bankers 126 51

Due from approved reserve agents 3.79J 2'J

Checks and other cash Items 731 i?6

Fraction-lpspe- r currency, nicke s
and cents i 59

Lawful Mojey Reserve is Bank:
f'pecie M.129 oo

Lsgal tender not?s . . .' 3,'. 71 CO

7,903

Redemption fund with TJ. 8. Treas-
urer 5 per cent of circulation J . . 662 50

Total '. 165,203 59

LIABILITIES.

Capital stock pald.in f 50,r

Surplus Fund .,J,000
Undivided profits 309 82

National Bank notes outstanding. . . . 11,250

Due to other National Banks... 5,038 71

Individual deposits subject to check 29,115 67

Demand certificates of deposit. ...... 4,221 9J

Time certificates of deposit . 52,312 89

Notes and hills ...... . 7 ,931 60

Total $165,203 59

Btate of Tennessee, County of Washington:
I, J. E. Crandall, President of the above

named bank, do solemnly swear that the above
statement is true to tho best of my knowledge

'
and belief. J. E. Crandall,

', President.
Subscribed and swora to before me this 2Gth

day of Dec , 1893

Correct Attest: Edward D. Duncvn,
Notary Public.

W. A, Trublow, '

J. P. IIorPLE,
F. K. MoUNTCiSTLK,

Directors.

Stockholders' Meetinsr.
The annual meeting of the stock-

holders of the First National Bank of
Johnson City, Tennessee, will be held
at their banking house in Johnson
City on Tuesday, 9th of January ,1894.
493 4t V J. E. Crandall, President.

Lost.
Two warranty deeds. One from S.

T. Harris and wife to Dr. H. Brown,
and one from Dr. H. Brown to Eliza
May Cooper. Return to Thk Comet
office and receive reward. , 496 tf

Call antl see us.

SWING BEECHEIt.

Ylce-rreslde- nt Steven's xilece Mar- -
' rled Last Sight.

Baltimote. Dec. 25 The marriage
of Miss Frances Ewing, daughter of
Judge Ewing, United States Minister
to Brussels, ana niece oi v

Stevenson, to B. Baylis Beecher, a
prominent banker of Memphis, lean.,
took place to-ni?- at St. Feter's Prot-
estant Episcopal Church. The cere-

mony was performed by Rev. F. W.
ClanpitM rector uf the church, who is
a brother-in-la- of the bride, assisted
by Rt. Rev. Wm. Paret, Bishop ol the
Diocese-o- f Maryland.

The bride was given away by her
uncle, Vice "President Stevenson. The
onlv other attendant of the bridal par-

ty was Miss Julia Stevenson, daughter
nf thft Vice-Preside- who was maid
of honor. The bride wore white Bilk,

it.h HUmnnds. A reception foHoed
Mt. t h rwudance. of Rev. Air. Clampkt,
after which Mr. Mrs. Belcher left for
an extended tour of the West and
No'rlhwest. They will reside in Mem

phis,

KKJiTUCKY MALTING CO.

The Failure a Bad One and tlis Assets

Small.
Lri liaville. l3ec. 21. Late develop

ments in the Kentucky Malting Com-

pany's affaiis, which recently failed,
show a baa state oi auaus. ins uaiuijr

that the creditors will
repfiivA more than 25 cents on the dol
Ur v.. W. Herman. President of the
company, has gone to Augusia, Ga,
to asist the receiver of his brtwery in
r,Art there. . He said before leaving
that he would return to face bis credi- -

tnrH whia the time com8. in
liabilities of the Kentucky Malting
Company or about $500,000. in aa
dition to this Mr. Herman's private
indebtedness amounts to about $150,-nnr- v

mnat of which is due to thrifty
Germans of this ci y, who placed their
DUTinrrii in his keebing. To meet this
nrivntA indebtedness there is no avail
nKla aaeota tin d the creditors will lose
fivprvthins. The creditors of the con
r.prn are scattered ovt r the country in
Inwa, Illinois, Indiana, Tennessee,
Wisconsin and Kentucky. The plant
ia .no rf th liHst of its kind in th
SfotA and cost the company $170,000

The' total a-s- of the firm will not be

more thrn $160.000 at the most.

Prlnca Pedro In Paris.
Pat-is- . Pec. 25. Prince Pedro ha

arrived here on bii way to spend
Christmas with his parents, Count and
rmmtefis D'Eu. at their villa at liou
logne Sur Seine. The prince'B vi-- it

has no political object.

Safe Blown Open.

Clarksville, Dec. 21 The safe in
thrl denot at Russellville, Ky.. was

blown open last night and contents
stolen 0 particular w"wu.H

n


